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TWO SIDES 


Ford, Kavanaugh square off in long-awaited hearing 


Christine Blasey Ford and Judge Brett Kavanaugh are sworn in Thursday before their testimony to the Senate Judiciary Committee. Ford detailed 
her allegation that Kavanaugh sexually assaulted her in 1982. Kavanaugh denied the incident ever occurred. WIN MCNAMEE/GETTY IMAGES 


Flake could be pivotal 
vote on confirmation 


Yvonne Wingett Sanchez Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


In a deeply divided U.S. Senate paralyz- 
ed by partisan rancor, the fate of President 
Donald Trump’s nomination of Brett Kava- 
naugh to the U.S. Supreme Court could rest 
with Sen. Jeff Flake of Arizona. 

Eleven months after his own dramatic 
retirement speech before the Senate, the 
single-term Arizona Republican finds him- 
self in a key position: thwart the president 
to whom he has objected, or help him wina 


See FLAKE, Page 6A 


Sen. Jeff Flake listens at the hearing. GETTY IMAGES 


More coverage 

Analysis: Opinions formed in the moment. 1B 
Karina Bland: Ford’s story is a familiar one. 2A 
EJ Montini: Cowards were on display. 3A 


Flake was quiet: Senator asked no questions. 6A 


Ariz. prosecutor’s work 
at hearing is criticized 


Kelsey Mo and Michael Kiefer 
Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Rachel Mitchell, a deputy Maricopa 
County attorney, isn’t getting rave reviews 
even from Republicans about her perfor- 
mance questioning Christine Blasey Ford 
during Thursday’s U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing. 

Mitchell was contacted just days ago be- 
cause the all-male Republicans on the 
committee wanted a woman prosecutor to 
question Ford to avoid appearances of gen- 


See PROSECUTOR, Page 8A 


Contractor report disputes Fontes account of election woes 


Jessica Boehm and Jen Fifield 
Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


When technicians descended upon Maricopa 
County on Aug. 27 to set up equipment for the August 
primary election, they found a plethora of issues. 

Locked polling places. Broken check-in machines. 
Printers with no toner. Out-of-date software. No wire- 


less internet. 
And the list went on from there, according to Tem- 
pe-based information-technology contractor Insight. 
The Maricopa County Recorder’s Office hired In- 
sight to assist with technology setup the day before the 
primary and provide technical support on election day. 
When things went awry on election day, resulting in 
62 polling places that were not ready for voters at 6 


a.m., Maricopa County Recorder Adrian Fontes quick- 
ly blamed Insight. He said the company did not supply 
the required manpower to successfully set up all poll- 
ing sites. 

But in an Insight report the company released to 
The Arizona Republic, Insight tells a vastly different 


See ELECTION, Page 12A 


Weather 


High 105° E Low 80° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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Dissecting the Diamondbacks 


After a hugely disappointing season, the Arizona 
Diamondbacks have a lot of decisions to make. 1C 
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